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Matt Ross’s Plant of the Month: native orchids 

Aotearoa/New Zealand is home to about 120 species of native orchid. Seven are epiphytic (grow 
on the branches and trunks of trees) and the rest are terrestrial (grow out of the ground). 
Seeing as they need a bit of light, the edges of tracks are great places to see our orchids, and 
there are a number of species present in Te Wao Nui a Tiriwa/Waitakere Ranges. 

There’s a wide variation in orchid leaf shapes, so the easiest way to identify them is by their 
distinctive flowers. They are mostly asymmetrical, with an upper petal acting as a hood and the 
lower petal as a landing pad for pollinating insects. Now is a great time to spot orchids because 
most species flower in spring and early summer. 

Orchid seeds are exceptionally small, almost like dust, and in some species of orchid the number 
of seeds in a pod runs into the millions. They can get away with being so small because they don’t 
carry their own food supply. Their seeds can only 
germinate and form new orchid plants after the 
seed cells have been invaded by the filaments of 
a symbiotic fungi. The orchid embryo gets its 
nutrition from the fungi, and once it develops 
chlorophyll and can photosynthesise it pays back 
its debt to the fungi in the form of sugars. The 
small size of the seeds means they can travel 
long distances on the wind, and this is probably 
the reason why a third of our orchid species are 
also found in Australia. 

One common epiphytic orchid that’s flowering at 
the moment in our local area is peka-a-waka, 
Earina mucronata. Keep an eye out for its 
drooping flower inflorescences covered in tiny 
yellow, cream and green flowers. 

Photo courtesy of Bill Campbell, NZPCN website

Thanks to Debbie Ross for this amazing 
greenhood orchid photo (maybe Pterostylis 
alobula?), taken recently on the Opānuku 
Pipeline Track.



Join our Spring baiting in Sharp Bush 

Put it in your diary: Sun 23rd Oct. 9am start,  midday finish. 

If you are able to come please email me so I can let you know where we meet. 

On return there will be BBQ sausages, tea and cake and Chocolate Fish Awards to those of you 
who hear that harbinger of spring -the shining cuckoo. See email attachment for a recording of this 
song. 

Half price traps and bird feeder/water bath 

• New! Bird feeder/waterbath $10 

• Timms (possum) traps, $25  

• DoC200 in pet-safe box $45 (stoats, rats and hedgehogs) -stainless steel -the ultimate trap!  

• .TRex rat trap in pet-safe box, $15  
 
Trapinators $35 - Pet-safe, easy tree mount version of Timms  

• Flipping Timmy $40 Pet-safe, easy tree mount version of Timms 

• If you have a large property, instead of using traps, a rat bait station near the ground or 
mounted in a tree away from pets costs only $12 ( bait is free) and rats and possums visit it 
from 50m away. 

Our September Catches 

No possums! Maybe the possums, or the property owners, are staying in until the rain stops, but it 
could also be that we’re making a dent in the population. It will be interesting to see how numbers 
go in October’s better (surely?) weather. 

There were, of course, some rats around, but their numbers also down at 11 for the month. 

Predator-Free Henderson Valley given a huge boost 

Recently there have been several initiatives 
started in the valley with neighbours banding 
together to fund a young local person to trap 
and bait over their combined land. Birdsong 
Opanuku has been funding the traps and the 
Auckland Council supplies free bait. 

Note the controlled areas 1 and 2 on the map 
are soon to be joined by area 3 which 
together will make a huge impact on our local 
predator control and save countless native 
trees and birdlife, skinks, geckoes, bats, 
frogs, invertebrates etc 
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