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1. Weeds on our waterways- Matt Ross 

After the great flood of 2021, the waterways in Opānuku/Henderson Valley lost a lot of 
native riverbank vegetation. In the months since, many native plants have begun to 
revegetate these areas. However, a large number of weeds are taking hold in a way that 
might signal a step-change in the ecology of our waterways. Auckland's seed bank has 
become weedier over time, with the proportion of invasive weeds increasing relative to 
natives. Furthermore, these weeds are weeds because of their very successful breeding 
strategies, especially in cleared sites (like many of our riverbanks now are). These species 
won't form the same complex ecologies that native species will and will lead to a decrease 
in biodiversity, not just of plants but also terrestrial animals, fungal species and aquatic life. 
The good news is we can take action to do something about it. Most of the major weed 
species that are colonising since the flood can be pulled up easily because they're so 
young. Some need to be removed from the area because they can re-take, but others can 
be left where you've pulled them (provided that the roots are not in a position to reattach). 
Also, Birdsong Opanuku will again be distributing native plants to the community for free 
this autumn and winter (keep an eye out for flyers in your letterbox). Removing weeds and 
revegetating with natives is the best 1-2 combo to give the native bush the best chance of 
coming back in a natural state. Below is a list of some of the main weed species that you 
might see sprouting on the riverbanks since the flood, and some tips on how to get rid of 
them. 

Brush Wattle: These can be pulled or dug 
out. Young seedlings won't have seed on 
them and can be left where you pull them, 
but older trees with seeds need to have the 
hard black seeds removed. They can last 
for a long time and love floating down 
rivers.

Wooly Nightshade: These can be pulled 
and left where they are, provided roots 
don't contact the soil. If yellow berries are 
present then the seed will be viable and the 
plants will need to be removed. Bigger 
plants can be cut down and a 
glyphosate gel applied, but be careful using 
this around waterways and make sure a 
significant period without rain is forecast.



2. March Sharp Bush baiting completed 
Many thanks to the team for again protecting Sharp bush against rats and possums. 
Thank you Paula for bagging bait and with Helen providing baking.  

Wild Ginger: Dig or pull out small plants 
(all year round). Don't compost, or leave 
on site to rot down or hang rhizomes in 
trees, as they survive indefinitely. Dispose 
of rhizomes at a refuse transfer station or 
by drying out and burning. Bigger 
infestations need a different strategy, see 
here for help. 

Black Nightshade: These can be pulled 
or dug out. If berries are green they can be 
left where they lie, but black berries will 
have viable seed and should be removed. 

Mexican Devil Weed: Small infestations 
can be pulled or dug out. If seed heads 
are dry, however, the plants should be 
removed 

https://www.weedbusters.org.nz/what-are-weeds/weed-list/wild-ginger/


The baiters were  Jasmin and family, Natasha, Dave, Vatra, Karen, Matt, Quinn, Maurice, 
Sam, and Tom with Matt multi-tasking as sausage cooker at the end 

3. Rats and Possums.  
 A reminder that this is the time to bait your traps to prevent rats in your house and 
possums on your roof! 

4.  Half price traps 
• If you have a large property, a rat bait station near the ground or mounted in a tree 

away from pets costs only $10 ( bait is free) and rats and possums visit it from 50m 
away  

• Timms (possum) traps,$25 plus free wooden tree mount for every Timms sold  
• DoC200 in pet-safe box $40 (stoats, rats and hedgehogs) -stainless steel -the 

ultimate trap!  
• .TRex rat trap in pet-safe box, $15  
• Trapinators $35 - Pet-safe, easy tree mount version of Timms  

5. Our March catches:  

The fine weather has certainly suited the resident rats (23 caught) and possums (14). 
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