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1. Free native trees for the valley  
See the flyer attached to the email. You will need to be in quick to take advantage of this 
initiative spearheaded by "green fingers Matt". This is a great time for planting - no 
watering needed! 

2. Funding from Predator Free NZ has enabled us to continue with our offer of half price 
traps. We hope to meet some of you in a weekend soon to survey your thoughts about 
traps, in particular if you would prefer to buy traps and do it yourself or to have help with 
this task for a small fee. 

3. Another trapper to go with Chris 
Chris Graves is looking for someone to go with him trapping and baiting on the edge of 
Sharp Bush to help protect this important haven of wildlife. It would take 2 hours or less of 
your time once a month and the bush is beautiful. Contact Chris: alichrisnz@gmail.com 

4. Endangered Kaka in the Valley. Look Up! 
There have been numerous sightings of flying kaka at present. Usually the teenagers 
come to the Waitakere ranges in winter from Hauturu (Little Barrier Island) in search of 
food. The first sign of them often is the whistling and chatter between birds on the wing up 
high. Click on the mp3 file attached to the email to hear an example of kaka calling. 

For more information and pics visit https://nzbirdsonline.org.nz 

With the possum and stoat control now in the valley there is every chance of a breeding 
pair staying and nesting in the new year.  

5. An ancestor of a 70 million year old inhabitant in the valley! 

Hochstetters Frogs belong to a primitive order of frogs with no eardrums and thus don’t 
croak. They are only found in NZ near moist areas and are active at night 
 Spotted by Quinn this one was unfortunately squashed on upper Opanuku Rd, - the 
second this year. Matt notes that both were near gully corners of the road where streams 
come down and pass through culverts under the road. 
We will get in touch with the group helping to protect this vulnerable and very ancient frog.  

https://nzbirdsonline.org.nz


Read more: https://conservationvolunteers.co.nz/2022/01/05/hochstetters-frog-
educational-resources/  

6. Half price traps 
• Timms (possum) traps $20 
• DOC200 (stoats, rats and hedgehogs) in pet- safe box $40. 
• T Rex rat trap in pet- safe box $10 
• Flipping Timmys (possums) Pet-safe easy tree mount version of Timms $40 

5. Catches for April and May 

No surprise, lots of rats (37) and 143 possums 

Karen Colgan 
Birdsong Opanuku 
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