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1. Matt’s tree of the month: kanuka (Kunzea ericoides) 

Kanuka (sometimes known as tea tree) is the ubiquitous tree in regenerating forest 
through lower Opanuku/Henderson Valley. It is sometimes confused with manuka, which is 
similar in appearance, though it is now classified in an entirely different genus. (See the 
section below for how to tell them apart). 

Kanuka is an essential part 
of regeneration of native 
forest. It colonises cleared 
ground easily, its tiny seeds 
bursting out of capsules and 
forming dense stands when 
conditions are right. It does 
not grow well under a 
shaded canopy, instead 
providing the cover from 
which diverse broadleaf/
podocarp/kauri forest can 
then emerge. In this sense, 
kanuka's dominance in our 
valley is a passing 
phenomenon and we may 
currently be in peak-kanuka.  
With little cleared land 
naturally regenerating and 

much of our kanuka forest giving way to the emerging canopy it has nurtured, kanuka will 
probably be a less common sight in our valley in several decades' time. 
Though it doesn't contain the Unique Manuka Factor that makes manuka honey so 
economically valuable, it produces excellent honey with many of the same qualities as 
manuka. Humans aside, its flowers are of huge importance to the bees in our valley, as 
you'll be able to hear when walking through kanuka forest during the summer flowering 
period. 
Kanuka wood is strong and dense. It was used by Maori for paddles, spears and digging 
tools, and it was used by early Pakeha settlers in a number of tools. It is a great firewood 
but can be tricky to dry. 
By now you might be wondering where you can get your hands on one of these beautiful 
and important trees. Luckily for you, Birdsong Opanuku will have some to give away (along 
with other local species) at the Henderson Valley Community Day on February 21. See 
you there! 

kanuka or manuka? 

Firstly, kanuka is much more 
common in our valley than manuka. 
Manuka becomes more dominant 
towards the west coast. Manuka 
leaves are prickly to the touch 
whereas kanuka are much softer. 



Kanuka grow to taller trees than manuka. Manuka are currently flowering and will continue 
for several months (meaning this is an easier time of year to spot the manuka in the 
valley), whereas kanuka flower for a shorter period, peaking in January (although this year 
our warm winter sees the start of kanuka blossom already in the valley.) 

2. Free Trapping workshop at Ark in the Park.  

Sat 5th Dec at 3pm. at the Cascades Ranger Station. 

We have contacted the Ark and they would be very happy to have Birdsong Opanuku 
people at the session. Ken Harrop will run it and is very welcoming and hands-on, with 
everyone gathered around him participating and having their questions answered. 
Excellent tuition on possum Timms traps, and mustelid DoC200s. 

Drive into Falls Rd from Te Henga Rd and there is plenty of parking at the golf club car 
park. Then a pleasant 300-400m walk down Falls Rd to the rangers station and turn into 
the Ranger Station driveway on the right beyond the rangers house. 

3. Half price traps for sale:  

Email me if you are interested in purchasing.  

** T Rex rat traps in pet safe boxes ($10 each). 

** Timms possum traps ($20 each). 

** NEW! Flipping Timmys - Pet friendly easy use Timms traps for mounting directly in trees 
($30) 
 
** Stainless steel (non rust) DoC 200s in boxes for mustelids, rats, hedgehogs ($35 each) 


4. Our November Catches: 

Catch of eight rats and sixteen possums reported this month.




The Coulter Rd blitzkrieg continues – another 7 possums in November; that’s 19 
since Oct 1st! 
Remember If you have a large property and wish to set up pest control, there may be other 
cheaper options and we can advise and help you. 

Any questions or trap orders, or to report trapping success on your property, contact me at 
karen@colgan.co.nz 

Karen Colgan 
Birdsong Opanuku
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