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1. Vines of the valley - Matt Ross 

One particularly beautiful aspect of the native forest in the Waitakere Ranges is the lushness of 
growth produced by our high rainfall. Older trees are covered in epiphytes (plants that grow on 
plants), vines and mosses. This month we're going to look at some of the more common vines in 
Opanuku/Henderson Valley.


Kareao (Supplejack, Ripogonum Scandens)

This vine becomes common in our forests about the 
time that kanuka regeneration makes way for more 
diverse podocarp broadleaf forest. It starts as a 
small shrubby plant and then at about 50cm high 
begins to thicken and send up twining vines that 
spiral anticlockwise around any support it can find. 
Stem tips can grow at 5cm a day. Once it pokes into 
a patch of light the stems become leafy and non-
climbing, and it produces masses of holly-like red 
berries. As well as medicinal uses, Maori employed 
kareao to make hinaki (eel traps) and ladders. 
Annoyance Factor: 5/10: Can form dense, almost 
impenetrable thickets and has been forever cursed 
by fugitives, pig hunters and others who need to 
move through the bush quickly. 




Tataramoa (Bush Lawyer, Rubus schmidelioides)

This climber has backward hooked barbs on its 
leaves and stems that cling on to support and help 
the vine pull itself through the canopy. It can live for 
a long time and its lower branches can become 
quite thick. It produces beautiful white flowers and 
small berries that were used by early Europeans as 
a blackberry substitute for making jam. Maori used 
the leaves and bark for a number of medicinal 
purposes. Annoyance Factor: 8/10: Although it 
doesn't form the same density of thickets as kareao, 
this simply makes it trickier to spot. Chances are 
that you'll first notice tataramoa as its hooks pierce 
your skin as you move past it on your way through 
the bush. Very aptly named.





Kiekie (Freycinetia banksii) 

Kiekie is a branching fibrous vine which uses small 
roots to cling onto trees. It produces a large fruit 
similar in appearance to a fruit-salad-plant, and 
which is a favourite of possums and rats. These 
pests make it rare to see a fruit, and their presence 
in the Sharp Bush area is an indicator of the 
success of Birdsong Opanuku's trapping and 
baiting programme. It's leaves were the second-
most important weaving plant for Maori, behind 



harakeke/flax. The leaves were boiled then dried and bleached by the sun. They were used to 
make fine mats and creating patterns on tukutuku panels. Annoyance Factor: 4/10: Can form 
dense thickets at ground level, and its leaves have one serrated edge which can give a nasty 
scratch.





Mangemange (Bushman's mattress, Lygodeum 
articulatum A.Rich)

Mangemange is a fern. Its long twining vines are 
actually single fronds, making it a contender for the 
plant with the longest leaf in the world. It's twisting, 
haywire growth habit meant that it was used by 
early European bushmen to stuff mattress sacks. It 
was a versatile lashing material for Maori, and it's 
thicker curved stems were fire-hardened and 
fashioned into fish hooks. Annoyance Factor: 1/10: 
Rarely dense enough to impede passage through 
the bush, and a useful tool, what's not to like? 
However, if you do bed down in some mangemange 
then sleep with one eye open; it's also a favoured 
resting place of our beautiful tree weta.


2.  Half price traps for sale: Email me if you are interested in purchasing.  
If you have a large property and wish to set up pest control, there may be other cheaper options 
and we can advise and help you

 
**T Rex rat traps in pet safe boxes ($10 each). 
**Timms possum traps ($20 each). 
**Wooden tree mounts for Timms ($10 each). 
**Stainless steel (non rust) DoC 200s in boxes for mustelids, rats, hedgehogs ($35 each) 


4. Our June catches: 
Thanks to everyone for reporting. If you have forgotten it is not too late to report former 
catches, just let me know the approximate month. If you are able to sex your possum catches 
that could be helpful. Males have obvious eternal testicles. The decreasing number of potentially 
breeding females is a promising trend in our stats.




3 possum and 14 rat catches reported from the Valley this month, see maps above. If you want a 
more zoomable version of these images, copy the following link to your web browser. You can 
download a higher resolution copy of each there.


https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wjs2islncqyef0f/AAB4lhC4OpEQuuRWk-zDBl6Fa?dl=0
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