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1. August Tree of the Month 

August’s tree of the month, Miro, is the go-to tree for exercising your sense of scale and 
interconnection. If we spend time with an old miro, and see it for what it is, we can for a short 
moment reach into the ancient origins of Te Wao Nui o Tiriwa and the great spread of 
Papatuanuku beyond.  


Miro’s reach into time begins with their evolutionary origins. They are podocarps, a Gondwanan 
family that also includes rimu, kahikatea and totara and is hundreds of millions of years old. They 
were a significant feature of the conifer-broadleaf forests that covered most of Aotearoa in the 
millennia before human occupation.

But it is in the building of relationships with individual miro in the here and now that one can 
access a sense of deep time so removed from our day to day experience. Miro seeds (inside their 
purple-reddish fruit that is an important food of the kereru and kaka) can take three to five years to 
germinate. To place a seed in potting mix and not expect to hear from it again for up to five years, 
if at all, is a rigorous test of what passes for patience in the human world.

If and when the seed germinates, the seedling will commence growth at a rate so slow that it 
again tests our anthropocentric sense of what it means to grow and to exist.  Annual growth is 
about a handful of centimetres. To watch over a young miro is to have a window into a being that 
operates at a totally different rhythm, and a chance to consider the subjectivity of our own.




As miro mature, their slow rate of growth combines with a 
tolerance for epiphytes that sees them become festooned 
with a rich ecosystem of plants; puka, kaiwharawhara, rata, 
orchids, mosses, lichens ferns and more all proliferate in 
the crown of a miro. This community is yet another 
manifestation of the sense of time inherent in a miro. These 
plants in turn provide habitat and food for a wide range of 
invertebrate and vertebrate animal species, which Birdsong 
Opanuku’s pest control programme seeks to protect. 
Epiphytic growth on miro is particularly lush in our high-

rainfall Waitakere Ranges, and it is in wetter climates that miro become a greater part of the 
podocarp mix. 


Miro are (true to form) inconsistent fruiters, and signs should emerge soon of whether the 2021 
season will see a heavy fruiting of miro in the Waitakere Ranges. The mega-mast of 2019 was an 
abundant year for miro fruit, as it was for many species. In the autumn of 2020, however, fruit 
were almost entirely absent. When rats feed on miro fruit the seed is usually destroyed, so rat 
control is important for ensuring that miro fruit is available first to kereru and then to the miro gene 
pool. I am currently awaiting the germination of fifty or so miro seeds that I planted in the winter of 
2019. I’m struggling (in case you haven’t noticed) to raise them on their terms. Their patience 
mocks my monthly germination checks, my hopelessly human sense of what constitutes ‘a long 
time’. If they germinate well I’ll more than meet my own miro needs, and would love to radicalise 
the Opanuku/Henderson Valley community by giving you your own little windows into deep time. 
Keep an eye out in the newsletter from 2022 onwards for updates! If they don’t germinate I won’t 
have any seedlings to distribute, but I will have had plenty of occasion to consider my own 
existence through contemplation on the beautiful miro.


(Notes written by Matt Ross) 

2. Baiting and trapping in Covid times 

Our baiting day was cancelled to keep everyone safe from Covid; so to keep our Sharp Bush flora 
and fauna safe from predators Matt,  Quinn, Karen, Maurice and Tom A. are baiting the lines as 
individuals


Meanwhile our great trapping team of Angela, Ann Marie, Chris G, Chris McD, Chris W, Clem, 
Dan, David and Karen, Errol, Geoff, Morgan, Tom A and Tom W are keeping any would be 
incursions into Sharps Bush at bay and have been rewarded by a record low number of pests this 
winter which is also testament to the increasing number of people in the community catching 
around the wider area. Possums can travel a distance of 2 rugby fields seeking food eg the 
mature rata and new sprouting kohekohe trees in Sharp Bush

A warm welcome to Jasmin, Faeryn and Naia who have just joined our team.


3. Half price traps for sale: 

Email me if you are interested in purchasing.

If you have a large property and wish to set up pest control, there may be other cheaper options 
and we can advise and help you. 

**T Rex rat traps in pet safe boxes ($10 each). 



**Timms possum traps ($20 each). 

**Wooden tree mounts for Timms ($10 each). 

**Stainless steel (non rust) DoC 200s in boxes for mustelids, rats, hedgehogs ($35 each)


4. Our August catches: 

Thanks to everyone for reporting. If you have forgotten it is not too late to report former catches, 
just let me know the approximate month. If you are able to sex your possum catches that could 
be helpful.


In August the reported catch from the community was:


Rats: 12

Possums: 10


If you want to view more zoomable versions of these maps, they can be viewed or downloaded 
at:


https://www.dropbox.com/s/fhq7fwijv1f347h/CatchMaps.pdf?dl=0



