
1. Local History – Clem Larsen  "Mander 
and Bradley's Tramway” 

Above and within the local vicinity of Birdsong Opanuku, 
there are the remains of 5 driving dams. Situated in the 
upper tributaries of the Opanuku Stream, they were built by 
Thomas Henderson at altitudes of only 80-150m near the 
foot of the steeper parts of the streams so that they received 
water all year round. The more easily accessible kauri logs 
that were cut in the Henderson Valley were driven 
downstream to a holding dam, which also served as a 
waterhead to drive a water-wheel that powered machinery in 
Henderson's Mill alongside it. These dams were used until 
mid 1860's when this mill, near the end of Ratanui St, 
Henderson closed down. 
  
However, the kauri further up the Valleys and in the upper 
reaches of the Nihotipu Valley were left for another 30 years 
due to the rugged nature of the gorges and falls that would 
destroy the logs or cause continual log jams. It wasn’t until 
1895, after the more accessible bush of the Waitakeres was 
cut out, that Mander and Bradley turned to milling the vast 
stands in the flat basin of the upper Nihotupu Stream. They 
built a mill on the site of the present Upper Nihotupu 
Auxiliary dam with a small earth holding dam beside. The 
area was known as Wasley’s bush and was considered by 
some to be the last great stand of kauri in the Waitakere’s. Of specific interest to Birdsong 
Opanuku is the tramway that was constructed to transport the logs up and over Scenic 
drive and dropping nearly 300m and 1.5 km down through the Henderson Valley. Passing 

alongside the area we manage, the timber was unloaded near the current junction of 

Tramway drop from Scenic Drive



Opanuku and Grassmere roads to be carted by bullock to the railway. Milling eventually 
ceased just before the turn of the century.  

  
2. Plant of the month – Matt Ross 

Plant of the month is the nikau palm, (Rhopalostylis 
sapida).  The nikau is the only palm species native to 
mainland New Zealand and it is the world's most 
southerly growing palm. They are a prominent feature of 
the forest and forest margins in Opanuku/Henderson 
Valley, and provide a beautiful counterpoint to the woody 
trees and tree ferns they live amongst.  

Nikau are very slow growing; they do not even start 
forming trunks until they are 15-25 years old, and a 10 
metre tall specimen can be around 200 years old. Their 
red berries, which ripen throughout almost the entire 
year, are an important food source for kereru. Scattering 
of seeds from kereru droppings are quite a common 
sight, and if you find one on your driveway or other 
unsuitable growing spot it can be interesting to plant 
them in some potting mix to watch them sprout. They 
form a deep tap root (and then, as they age, a fibrous 
mat of roots) which means they don't like being 
transplanted, so take care when doing this if you grow 
seedlings. 
Unfortunately, our trappers are beginning to find the 
seedlings of another palm in the Sharp Bush, bangalow 
palms. These palms are commonly planted in gardens 

Wasley's House, Wasley's Bush

http://www.terrain.net.nz/friends-of-te-henui-group/trees-native-botanical-names-r-to-z/nikau-palm.html


and are a common site in the valley. They are listed as a pest plant by the Auckland 
Council. They are popular in gardens because they have a similar appearance to nikau but 
are much faster growing. Their seeds are also eaten by kereru and this is the vector 
through which they're being dropped into our native bush. Their faster growth rate means 
they have the potential to displace nikau. 
Bangalow palm seedlings can be distinguished from nikau by their wider seed leaves and 
a larger, more circular nut, which is often still visible as the seedling grows. The photo 
below shows a bangalow on the left and a nikau on the right.  

I've placed another nikau seed next to the nikau seedling so you can see the size and 
shape. The bangalow's 
seed is still partly visible 
next to its growing stem. 
Keep an eye out for the 
wider-leaved bangalow 
seedlings and pull them out 
if you're confident in your 
identification. 
If you're choosing a palm 
for your garden, please 
avoid bangalows. If you 
already have bangalow 
palms and don't want to 
remove them (but want to 
protect our bush), then try 
to remove the fruiting 
branchlets before they 
ripen. 

3. Your roof- no place for rats and possums 

This is the time of the year when rats move into your warm roof space and possums clomp 
over the top. Catch these pests before they get there. 

Half price traps 
• T Rex rat traps in pet-safe boxes ($10) 
• Possum Timms traps ($20) 
• Pet safe tree mounts for possum traps ($10). Use with Errol’s little additive of a blaze (5 

parts flour and 1 part icing sugar +/- aniseed oil) rubbed on the trunk leading to the 
mount 

• Possum Long life lures. ($2 each) No need to rebait until Spring! 
We have just started using these synthetic long life lures in our Timms traps which last 
at least three months (manufacturer says 6 months). They slide easily into place on the 
cross bar of the Timms spike and smell of vanilla or mango -not attractants for pets. 

• Terry is currently making us boxes for more stainless steel DoC200 traps (stoat, weasel, 
rat, hedgehog) ($35) 

 Email Karen Colgan (karen@colgan.co.nz) to arrange pick up for 
any of these items 

http://pestplants.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plant-search/Arccun


Our catches in March (1st -31st) 

It is rewarding to see the continued number of possum catches in our area. From March 
1st to March 31st 13 possums, 7 rats and 3 stoats 
Remember possums only have one offspring in a whole year (very occasionally two). One 
adult possum eats the equivalent of a young 1 metre tall tree in a night. Thus one possum 
can devour well over 300 young trees in a year which otherwise would have doubled in 
size and have given you that lovely shade, plums, apples etc, or berries, seeds, insects for 
our native birds, geckoes and bats. Catch one possum and you really make a difference. 

Stay well, stay safe, 
Birdsong Opanuku


